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now it’s a reality in about four
categories of demolition,” said
Ron Richey, a partner at Staton
Companies, during a recent tour
of the Boise site. Viable markets
exist for concrete, asphalt, wood
debris and metals, he said.

When landfill disposal fees
were cheap, recycling wasn’t a
priority. Richey can remember
when it cost $3 per ton to dispose
of demolition debris.

“We even hauled a lot of metal
to the landfill,” he said.

Today, the cheapest disposal
fee is about $40 per ton. It has
become a business imperative to
keep as much material as possi-
ble out of the dump.

By total tonnage, about 96 per-
cent of the materials from the
demolition at the Boise site is
being recycled, Richey said.

Demolition is winding down
at the Boise site. The only major
building left standing, known as
the south warehouse, will be
redeveloped. Pringle Creek will
remain hidden from view until
developers obtain permits to
remove a concrete sub-base-
ment, the remains of a demol-
ished structure, that covers the
creek.

Piles of broken concrete,
heaps of twisted metal and
stacks of timbers are distributed
across the 13-acre Boise site in
various stages of being prepared
for recycling. Backhoes outfitted
with jaw-like, pneumatic attach-
ments turn big chunks of con-
crete into smaller chunks and
extract rebar.

Another machine makes
quick work of steel beams,
shearing them into four-foot
lengths. The heavy steel, known
as “No. 1 prepared metal,” is the
most valuable material recov-
ered by demolition workers.

Steel has been sent to Cascade

Steel Rolling Mills, as well as
scrap dealers Metro Metals
Northwest and Schnitzer Steel
Industries. A large share of
scrap steel, which has recently
been selling for $150 to $200 per
ton, is exported. Metal from the
Boise Plant might ultimately
become a part for a Japanese car.

Glass bricks are among the
most requested items by people
familiar with Boise’s plant. The
demolition contractor adver-
tised the bricks on Craigslist.
One buyer bought about 200 of
the bricks to install in a green-
house.

“You can buy new ones today,
but they aren’t like these old
ones,” said Richey as he stood by
pallets of the gleaming recycle-
ables. “The old ones are truly
made like bricks.”

Tim Gerling, a consultant
hired by the Boise site’s develop-
ers, said timbers from demol-
ished buildings might be incor-
porated into the site’s new con-
struction.

“It’s a great nod to the histori-
cal past,” Gerling said, and the
wood is “absolutely gorgeous.”

For example, some of the old
wood might be used for framing
around entryways. A set of spi-
ral staircases was also set aside
for possible re-use in the mixed-
use development.

Office furniture, interior
doors, windows, a few air condi-
tioners and other reusable items
abandoned by Boise have been
donated to nonprofit groups.

There were some items that
nobody wanted, such as roofing,
insulation and gypsum wall-
board. Recyclers interested in
taking such materials are scarce,
Richey said. In all, about 630
tons of material couldn’t be
recycled.

mrose@Statesman
Journal.com or (503) 399-6657

Recycle
Continued from 1A

EAST ELEVATON (GROUND VIEW)

SITE PLAN GROUND LEVEL (OVERHEAD VIEW)

hired by the Boise site’s developers.
The path would have a plaza with

room for food cart vendors, as well
as outdoor seating for a restaurant.
It would run under the railroad
bridge at the Boise site, as well as
under Commercial Street SE, and
could become another way to reach
Riverfront Park.

But the section of Pringle Creek
that cuts across the Boise site hasn’t
gotten much appreciation for
decades. That’s because industrial
buildings have spanned the water-
way, blocking it from view.

Buildings north of Pringle Creek
at the Boise site have been leveled.
The spot where the structure known
as the Old Mill Building once stood
is an open expanse of concrete — a

sub-basement that covers Pringle
Creek.

The creek has flowed beneath
buildings since at least the 1930s and
maybe longer, Gerling said. Pringle
Creek will stay concealed beneath
the sub-basement until developers
line up permits from a plethora of
state and federal agencies.

“Until we get those permits, we’re
not going to take that basement slab
off the creek, and we’re certainly
not going to do any work in there,”
Gerling said.

About 18 groups of federal and
state regulators will have a say in
how the project proceeds, he said.

Early next year, the developers
will begin filing applications to re-
move the slab and restore the creek.
The site’s demolition contractor
would like to begin the work right
away, but Gerling expects the
approvals will take more than a year
to obtain.

The portion of the creek that flows
underneath the slab is now a “waste-
land” of rocks heaped around about
70 columns driven into the
streambed, he said. Restoration
work would include removing the
slab and columns, and creating a
new creek bank.

On the north bank, the plan is to
carve a gentle slope so it’s practical
to install a path. It’s now a sharp, 30-
foot drop from street level to the
creek.

In addition, a 1 million-gallon
water reservoir underneath the sub-
basement, which hasn’t been used in
many years, would be taken out. It’s
now empty, but it’s a large mass of
concrete to be removed, Gerling
said. Boise probably used the reser-
voir when paper pulp was made at
the location.

mrose@StatesmanJournal.com
or (503) 399-6657

Pringle
Continued from 1A

MATT GILLIS | Statesman Journal

Piles of materials are sorted to recycle from the demolition of the Boise Cascade site.

Ron Richey
points out the
glass blocks from
the demolition of
the Boise Cascade
site in Salem.
They will resell
these glass blocks
as part of the
recycling efforts.
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day, 7 days a week (toll-free): 800-452-2511.
Personal, dependable delivery and billing
service: Our representatives are here to serve
you 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday
and 7 a.m. to noon on Sundays and holidays.
(Closed Saturdays)
Your newspaper should arrive by
5:30 a.m. in the Salem-Keizer area
(6 a.m. in other areas) and by
6:30 a.m. on weekends and holidays.

MISSING YOUR NEWSPAPER?
Phone: (800) 452-2511
Hours: Newspapers will be redelivered
until 10 a.m. on Sundays only

CARRIER/MOTOR ROUTE DELIVERY
Suggested monthly rates:
•Daily and Sunday: $17.15
•Monday-Saturday: $11.10
•Weekends and holidays: $11.25

•Monday-Friday: $8.95
•Sunday and Wednesday: $9.88

HOLIDAYS
Weekend/Holiday subscribers receive delivery Friday;
Saturday; Sunday; New Year’s Day; Martin Luther King
Jr. Day; Presidents Day; March 17; Memorial Day; July
3; Fourth of July; Labor Day; Sept. 11; Columbus Day;
Veterans Day; Thanksgiving Day; Dec. 23; Dec. 24;
Christmas Day

BONUS DAY
New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Presidents
Day, Memorial Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day

IN-OREGON MAIL DELIVERY
Weekly rates:
•Daily and Sunday: $5.60
•Monday-Saturday: $4.50
•Sunday only: $2.15
Mail subscriptions not available in areas
served by carrier delivery. Mail delivery rates
outside Oregon available on request.

HOW TO PAY
The Statesman Journal accepts Visa,
MasterCard, American Express and Discover
card. For added convenience, we offer EZ Pay
(monthly credit-card or checking account
debiting).

Home Delivery News Tips
Breaking news: (503) 399-6773
Local news, Weekend: Michelle
Maxwell, (503) 589-6930 or
mmaxwell@StatesmanJournal.com
Mid-Valley, Communities,
Business: Don Currie, (503) 399-6677
or dcurrie@StatesmanJournal.com
Opinion: Dick Hughes, (503)
399-6727 or dhughes@
StatesmanJournal.com
Photo: Diane Stevenson,
(503) 399-6605 or dstevens@
StatesmanJournal.com
State: Dan Bender, (503) 399-6731 or
dbender@ StatesmanJournal.com
Sports: James Day, (503) 399-6700
or sports@StatesmanJournal.com
Real Living: Heather Rayhorn,
(503) 589-6920 or hrayhorn@
StatesmanJournal.com
Community weeklies, Willamette
Woman: Marion Barnes, (503) 589-6945
or mbarnes@StatesmanJournal.com
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Advertisements

CLASSIFIEDS
Phone: (503) 399-6789
Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday-Friday
Online: Statesman
Journal.com

OBITUARIES
Phone: (503) 399-6791
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday-Friday

OTHER ADS
Phone: (503) 399-6602
Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday-Friday

Job Openings
Phone: (503) 399-6680
Online: www.Statesman
Journal.com/jobs
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